How to Install and Work with WordPress
1. Prerequisites
A web hosting account with PHP and MySQL support (e.g., Bluehost, SiteGround, Hostinger).
A domain name (e.g., yourwebsite.com).
Access to a control panel (cPanel or similar) or a local server environment such as XAMPP, WAMP, or MAMP.
2. Download WordPress
Visit https://wordpress.org/download/.
Click 'Download WordPress' to get the latest .zip file.
Extract the downloaded file to a folder on your computer.
3. Set Up a Database
If you’re installing WordPress on a web host:
 - Log in to cPanel.
 - Open MySQL Databases.
 - Create a new database (e.g., wp_database).
 - Create a new database user and assign it to the database with All Privileges.
 - Note the database name, username, and password — you’ll need them later.
If you’re installing locally (with XAMPP/WAMP/MAMP):
 - Start Apache and MySQL.
 - Go to http://localhost/phpmyadmin.
 - Create a new database (e.g., wordpress_db).
4. Install WordPress
Move the extracted WordPress files to your hosting server or local web root:
 - For web hosting: upload to the public_html folder.
 - For local installation: place in C:\xampp\htdocs\wordpress (or similar).
Open your site in a browser:
 - For online: https://yourdomain.com
 - For local: http://localhost/wordpress
WordPress will prompt you to set up configuration:
 - Enter the database name, username, and password.
 - Click Submit, then Run the Installation.
Fill in your Site Title, Username, Password, and Email.
Click Install WordPress.
5. Log In
Go to:
 - Online: https://yourdomain.com/wp-admin
 - Local: http://localhost/wordpress/wp-admin
Log in using your admin username and password.
6. Customize Your Site
Go to Appearance → Themes to change the look of your site.
Visit Plugins → Add New to install plugins for SEO, security, backups, etc.
Add Pages and Posts via the dashboard.
Configure settings under Settings → General / Reading / Permalinks.
7. Maintain and Update
Regularly update WordPress core, themes, and plugins.
Backup your site often.
Use security plugins like Wordfence or Sucuri.
